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(The following Morraphic informatien an toestel i5 hased on
55 personnel recorda cn file in the erlin Document SDanter)

1. Career: Hoestel was torn on lay 4, 1562 at Gozorlitzs, 5ilesia
. into & farily of small landowmera. dror 190G to 1922 foastcl atirnded
! school in Gosrlits. In 1923 he enternd the rrussien sclice, serving
B3 8 patrolman in «tettin., fi2 wea prumoted io lieutenarnt of police-
in 1925 snd was transierred to the steff of Pollce Group ":outheaast”
in Berlin. In Fetruary 1927 he roaiged fro: the police and vent to
South West frica. From 1927 to 1933 he remeined in levthwest africe,
working firat ss » farmer, and lat.r as & mininy and transport oivicial
! in the "Consolidatsd Liarond i-ines of Jouthwest Africa, Ltd." Ho re-
! turned to Germany in 1933 and Lecame sciive in tha Goraen lLabor 3ervice
{lkeichsarbeitdienst), attaining in 1938 the renl: of Stabsleiter. In
August 1939 he was nctivated into the Yehrracht (German -amy).

2, Militery Carecr: Hoestel received iils comnisision es a roeserve
second licutenant on June 1, 1938. ifter his activaliicn in iwnuat 1939,
he perticipated in fhe Polish carpaign, reccivins th~ Iton Cross, encond
clags, for bravery in the battde of lemberg. irom (ctober 1339 to key
1940 he was stationed on the Siegfried Lipe. After participating in
the invesion of syencs &s an artillery officer, oestel was transterred
to the occupatior forccs in Foland., He received a prorotion to lst
1ieutenant (reserve) on Getober 25, 1940, Froi dlovenber 1940 to March
1941 he was stniiore: in Germany. On March 26, 1941 he volunteered
tor and was accepted ‘into the so-called "storr artiilery™ of the German
Army. After extensivc cchooling and training in the atorm artiliery,
Koestel was asiigned to 2 upit which :niersd into action on the southurn
Russian front in July 1941. lle gpent from July 1941 ‘o April 1942 on
the Rusaian front, and was wounded three iimes. Un April 1, 1942
Hoestel was promoted to the rank of rosarve captain. After a periocd
of convaleseence at & lazoxret in Hohenlychen, iloustcl requastsd and
wes granted pzrmission to transfer from the Army to the uU. He entered
the 55 in March 1943 as a Sturmbsnnfuehrer (major). &fter comranding
the storm artillery unit of £ newly-creatsd 3§ division, ‘loestel wes
promoted to Obersturmbannfushrer (lieutecnant. colondl) and hrcame
commandant of the Bukowan Storm Artillery ichool on Movember 2C, 1943.
In June 20, 1944 he wes relieved of rhat assignmeni and transferred
to the 55 Division frundsberg.
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ROTITIL, Franz (cuntinued)

3, Efficienny teportst An efficicney ruport of ieptembar
1943, signature 1llogible, statns that "Roestal, A holdse» of the
Gexrmap Crose in gold, distinguished himself not only in combat, but
also as & student of atorm ertillery tacties. ‘ia is crergetic, has
a wvidely-developed teaching ability, ard his rrorolion to Cberaturmbann-
fuehrar is thorefore Nlly justified,"

An efficlancy report of April 5, 1044 signed Ly Standartenfuehrsr -
Gutberlet says thzt Foestel handlos all rattcrs well, but that he do:-:
not always finish what he begins, end that ha does not yet along well
with his aasociates, prohably because he tries to derive persocpal
benefit from ipdividusl situelions’

4s Mimrcellansous: Roestel lists as occupations "polioce oifficer”

- and “farmer™. o speaks Ernglish, FKoestel narried Santa-Maria Peters-~

Hollarberg on Fabruery 24, 1927, BRe 13 the father of a daughter

Ute~aleen, born #chruary 14, 1931, erd of three sonsi  Franz Rudo,
born July 4, 1935, Merten Hoderich, born July 7, 1938, and Arne Ruediger, .
born August 22, 1940, Roestel joinnd tho Kazi Party on May 1, 1937.
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